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* Vol. X.
 47.	Is it a large majority ? — Very large.
 48.	You consider the large majority are illiterate ?
—Yes, a very large majority.
 49.	An interesting point on  page 26*  to which
I call attention in passing is that for certain purposes
and hi certain elections there is voting by post ? —
Yes
50. I see you say that since 1920, besides the four Council of State constituencies, postal voting has been introduced for Punjab University, Punjab Chamber of Commerce and Trades Association, and Punjab industries, and since then three landholders' constituencies in the council and one in the Legislative Assembly have been added; I suppose the landholders general, landholders Muhammadan and landholders Sikh ? — Yes.
• 51. Does that work satisfactorily, in your experience ? — I think it is quite satisfactory. I have heard only one complaint, and that was that one postal peon was taken away by one of the candidates in his own car with the ballot papers. That was the only complaint.
 52.	These incidents will happen in the best regu
lated  communities.    We   may   just  look   at  what
you say about election petitions at the bottom of
page 27*.    I gather from  the  table there  that  a
certain number has been lodged,  but, as happens
elsewhere, more election petitions are lodged than
are pursued to a successful conclusion ? — Yes.
 53.	Indeed,   I  gather  that for" the  last   council
elections there has been no successful petition, but
after the first election five were successful, and after
the second there were four ? — Yes.
 54.	For the Assembly there seems to have been
one which was successful.    We can all read this for
ourselves, but the Conference will notice that at the
top of page 28* the main grounds are given.    What
I  should like to know   is  not  the  main  grounds
, (because accusations and  complaints are very easy
to put forward) but what was the main ground on
which the petitions  turned  out to  be successful.
What was the case that was proved to the satisfac
tion of the tribunal ? — I think in one case treating
was proved.

 55.	Entertaining people ?    We have heard of that
in England too. — Yes, and personation in another.
Those are the two cases I remember.
 56.	In paragraph  75 you  give  the  average  ex
penditure as returned by successful candidates for
the council.    One notices, and is sorry to see it, that
the average expenditure so returned seems to be
going up ? — Yes, it does.
 57.	Do you think that the figure so returned is
a trustworthy indication of what is spent? — It is
very difficult to say, but generally speaking I think
the figures are correct.    I have received complaints
from some districts that all that has been spent is
not shown.
58.	Do I understand that in this province for the
council elections there is no actual limit as to the
expenditure which may be incurred ? — There is no
limit.
59.^T^e Chairman: As long as you do not spend it unlawfully, that is ; you cannot spend it on bribery.
'; Dr. Narang : You will notice it says at the bottom of page 29* : — " It is generally understood that the " actual expenditure in many cases largely exceeds " that returned by candidates."
. 60. The Chairman : Yes. I am not asking a question for the moment, but venturing to make a statement. In the past history of parliamentary elections in England, there is no doubt that there fcaye been many very bad cases indeed of extensive wibery : either the direct buying of votes by the paying of money, or in indirect ways which an honfest man would think just as bad. There is no* doubt whatever that matters have very greatly improved in England, and I do not think it would be" in -the least right to say that such a system in
 practice obtains to-day. I wish you would tell me what your own view is as to the present condition of things in the Punjab in that respect ?—Generally, I think, in one or two divisions that I know of, nearly all the electors who come to the polling stations are given food free by the supporters of the candidate, if not by the candidate himself. Then I have heard of another case in which one candidate is reported to have bribed the electors, but that is only one case.
 61.	You mean by paying money ?—Yes.
 62.	What one would like to know is what your
view is as to the extent to which that kind of thing
may occur here.    It may very well be a thing which,
will improve in the course of years, as 1 have pointed
out it has. improved in England.    It was not always
good in England.    What is your view ?—I do not
think so far the complaint is general.
 63.	I was not asking whether there is complaint
about it.    I have no doubt the recipient does not
complain and I do not suppose the candidate com
plains.    I am asking whether it happens ?—It did
happen in one or two districts.
 64.	The only thing that will help to make that
better is a healthy public opinion, and nothing else ?
—Quite so.
 65.	What do you think is the position about that ?
Do you  think  a  more  healthy  public   opinion  is
growing ?—I think it is growing, though very slowly.
 66.	Can you give us, in a word or two, your view
as to whether the size of constituencies is suitable
or unsuitable from the point of view of securing a
reasonably efficient working of the electoral machine ?
—From the point of view of elections, however large
a constituency may be I do not think it would make
a difference, because districts are our units, and if
one   constituency   extended   over   more   than   one
district the arrangements would be duplicated
 67.	It was pointed out by one of the members of
the provincial committee yesterday—a very striking
fact to me—that the whole of the Multan division
was one single constituency ?—Yes.
68.	Of course, that is an enormous area ?—It is.
Dr.  Narang:    Sometimes  more than  a division.
Mine is a division and some districts form another division.
 70.	I understand that the Multan division returns
one member ?—Yes.
 71.	Because   here  it  is   all  single-member   con
stituencies ?—Yes.
 72.	What would be a fair round figure to take,
speaking of the  Multan  division—so  many miles
long and so many miles broad ?
Chaudhri Chhotu- Ram : Somewhere in the neighbourhood of 25,000 square miles.
Dr. Narang: I know my constituency covers about 40,000 square miles.
73.	The Chairman :   Of course, as Sir Hari Singh
Gour points out to me, the population of the Multan
division is sparse and  spread  out ?—Yes, specially
division is sparse and  spread in the case of Muhammadans.
74. And that is always a difficulty ?—Yes.
15. Certainly, some of these areas are very big ?
76. The Chairman : Is it inconvenient, since this is a free Conference, to ask you gentlemen on my right what your view is about that ?
Chaudhri Zafrullah Khan : A constituency of that kind would be inconvenient. I happen to have one solid district, so it does not matter to me so much.
Dr. Narbng : If you will look at page 44,* you wjll find a constituency there—it happens to be mine, but that does not matter—Constituency No. 6, North-West Towns, That gives you an idea.
The Chairman :  That is grouping together in one constituency a series of widely separated towns ? «J?n .f*™*:   Yes ;   I have to go a distance of 200 miles from Lahore up to the Indus.

